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STUDENT SUCCESS

Natalie Pena
Paralegal Graduate
Part of First Year Experience

I chose EVC because of the excellent resources and 
guidance it off ers to help students succeed both 
academically and personally. 

The support from counselors, professors, and staff  
made me feel confi dent about my educaƟ onal jour-
ney. 

EVC also has a welcoming and diverse community 
that creates a posiƟ ve and inclusive environment. 
Being part of this campus has truly moƟ vated me to 
stay focused and achieve my goals.

My future plans are to work in either immigraƟ on 
law or family law, where I can help individuals and 
families navigate important legal maƩ ers. I’m pas-
sionate about making a diff erence in people’s lives,



Celebrating 50 Years of EVC

As the Mercury News wrote in 1975, a “rural” college opened in East San Jose on September 3, 1975. Route 71 
took students to the new campus for $10 for a monthly pass.

The average cost to aƩ end community college was $263, compared to $2,781 for a private university.

On the fi rst day of class, San Felipe Road was a two-lane country road featuring cars backed up to Aborn Road 
as students waited to enter the 101st California Community College.

Originally, 87 instructors from SJCC would come over to EVC and be part of our original faculty. Among those 
programs were AutomoƟ ve (started in the mid-1950s at SJCC), Nursing (started in 1960), Black Studies, Mexi-
can-American Studies, Home Economics, Business, Biology and AccounƟ ng.

Scheduled Events for the 50th:
September 3 - Birthday Bash & Celebra  on with musical acts, VIPs, original faculty, Art Gallery celebraƟ ng 50. 
StarƟ ng at 5 p.m. in the Visual & Performing Arts space.

November 19-22 - EVC Theatre Presents: Evergreen Stories: 50 Years of Life, Laughter and Learning

March - Alumni Art Show
April - EVC Community Day

Alumni Gatherings (Fall and Spring)
Speaker Series sponsored by Supervisor Slyvia Arenas

EVC.EDU/50
FOR TIMELINES & MORE



50TH ANNIVERSARY

A LOOK BACK

original campus in 1975



GRANTS

NURSING GRANT
The Rethinking Nursing Infrastructure (RNI) 
plan for the Evergreen Valley College Nursing 
Program aims to enhance program capacity 
and support student success through strategic 
investments in faculty recruitment, retenƟ on, 
and professional development. 

The plan focuses on addressing criƟ cal 
faculty shortages, improving clinical 
placement opportuniƟ es, and expanding 
resources for high-quality simulaƟ on and 
instrucƟ onal support. By strengthening these 
key areas, the RNI plan seeks to ensure a 
sustainable and innovaƟ ve nursing educaƟ on 
environment that meets the growing demand for skilled nursing professionals in the community.

The $850,000 Rethinking Nursing Infrastructure Grant Award is from the California Community College State 
Chancellor’s Offi  ce Workforce and Economic Development for the Evergreen Valley College Nursing Program.

DUAL ENROLLMENT
This MOU establishes a collaboraƟ on between 
EVC, Alum Rock Union School District (ARUSD), 
and Mt. Pleasant Elementary School District 
(MPESD) to implement a year-long college 
readiness and dual enrollment program for 
fi rst-generaƟ on and low-income 8th grade 
students in East San José. The program aims to 
improve college access, academic readiness, 
and career awareness by off ering students 
a structured pathway into higher educaƟ on 
starƟ ng in middle school.

Under this iniƟ aƟ ve, students will enroll 
in one EVC college course per term (Fall, 
Spring, and Summer), receive academic 
advising, mentoring, tutoring, and parƟ cipate in career exploraƟ on and fi nancial aid workshops. 
EVC will serve as the higher educaƟ on partner, providing instrucƟ onal support and dual 
enrollment opportuniƟ es. School districts will assist with student idenƟ fi caƟ on, recruitment, and 
coordinaƟ on of support services. The total award is $250,000.



COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

Outreach was out in San Jose at James Lick High’s annual car show as well as the Vive Calle event.

OPEN HOUSE

The Umoja program hosted an open house for 
students and their families

OUTREACH

Men’s Soccer hosted a summer kids
camp.

KIDS CAMP



STUDENT SUCCESS

STELLAR MATHLETES
 Sarthak Jain and Brady Gho were two of our EVC 
Math students, who parƟ cipated in the AMATYC 
naƟ onal math contest and led EVC to a second-place 
naƟ onal fi nish. Individually, Sarthak fi nished second, 
and Brady fi nished 12th. 

Sarthak is headed to the University of Texas, and 
Brady is headed to Carnegie Mellon.

The enƟ re team of Math superstars consisted of 
Pranav Ballapuram, Brady Gho, Sarthak Jain, Nisa 
Keshwani, Van Le, Eric Nguyen, and Andy Xing. The 
EVC coordinators are professors Laimi Cong-Huyen 
and Parran Vanniasegaram.

The naƟ onwide contest consists of two exams, one 
taken in the Fall and the other taken in the Spring.

EVC has placed fi rst (2023), eighth (2024), and 
second (2025) in the last three years, aŌ er never 
placing in the top 10 prior.
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