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Serena Alaily
“First” Daughter of Gerald Strelitz
Strelitz was EVC’s fi rst president from 1973 to 1990

“It was a true honor to escort my 86-year-old mother 
to Evergreen Valley College’s (EVC) 50th Anniversary 
Celebra  on, where my father served as the college’s 
founding president from 1975 to 1990.

That era marked a turning point—bell-bo  oms, a 
growing movement for women to pursue their own 
dreams, and a push to make higher educa  on acces-
sible to all. My father helped lay that founda  on at 
EVC.

Vinicio J. López, the current President, was incredibly 
gracious. Both my mother and I were deeply moved 
by all that the College has become and all that was 
done to honor the past. From growing tenfold in size 

to expanding its programs and reach, the spirit of EVC 
is alive and thriving. President López, along with Niall 
Adler and Ingrid Ro  man, exemplify that the family 
my father began building fi ve decades ago is in very 
good hands.

This visit was more than a trip down memory lane—it 
was a reminder that my father didn’t just shape a 
college. He shaped how I lead. He believed in being 
accessible, caring deeply about people, and always 
striving for more for those we serve.”

(le  ) Serena Alaily, President López and Karen 
Streliz at September 3, 2025 ceremony.
(top) President Gerald Strelitz in 1975
(bo  om) President López and Karen Streliz



Celebrating 50 Years of EVC

September 3 Birthday Kickoff 
Snapshots at 50 - Art Exhibit

VIP speakers included: Mayor Ma   Mahan, Coun-
cilmember Domingo Candelas, Supervisor Sylvia 
Arenas.

KPIX’s Len Ramirez, an Emmy Award winning journal-
ist and EVC alum will serve as the MC.

Tribute to the “First Family,” three genera  ons of 
President Gerald Strelitz’s family.

Musical Performances:
Broadway South Bay
Soul Poe  c
EVC Theatre Department
EVC Music Department

Other Scheduled Events for the 50th:
November 19-22 - EVC Theatre Presents: Evergreen 
Stories: 50 Years of Life, Laughter and Learning

EVC Hawk Nights with Soccer
September 26
October 28

March - Alumni Art Show
April - EVC Community Day

Alumni Gatherings (Fall and Spring)
Speaker Series sponsored by Supervisor Slyvia Are-
nas

EVC.EDU/50
FOR TIMELINES & MORE
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50TH PHOTOS

Snapshots at 50 in the Art Gallery Supervisor Sylvia Arenas

Broadway South Bay EVC Theatre 

EVC Music Current student Ugonna Udeh
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SAN JOSE COMMUNITY

In back-to-back weekends EVC’s Outreach team was at Silicon Valley Pride and Viva CalleSJ, two city-wide 
community events.

ASG CLUB DAYS

ASG clubs were out on the Central Green recrui  ng students for the 2025-26 year.
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Our men’s and women’s soccer teams will 
host events throughout the Fall, including 
Hawks Nights and a doubleheader Pride 
Night.

From September 3 to October 2, the Art 
Gallery will host “Snapshots at 50,” a histor-
ical look back at EVC.

The Library is also displaying 50th anniver-
sary materials in and around their space.

SEMESTER EVENTS
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